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FIRE APPARATUS ENGINEER

DEFINITION:

Under supervision, performs all the duties of a firefighter and is responsible for the safe and efficient operation and maintenance of fire vehicles, apparatus and equipment; and performs other duties as required.

Distinguishing Characteristics: The Fire Apparatus Engineer is a member of the Fire Suppression Division of the department and is a position which carries the primary responsibility of operating and maintaining all assigned fire service vehicles, apparatus and equipment. In the absence of the Fire Chief and Fire Captain the Fire Apparatus Engineer is to take command of incidents and work related activities until relieved of such duties.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES

Performs all of the duties of firefighters and participates in all phases of Fire Department company operations, as assigned; operates and drives vehicles, apparatus and equipment in a safe and professional manner; determines and drives via the fastest route to the emergency scene; responds to fires and other emergency and non-emergency incidents; operates pumps and other equipment specific to the assigned  fire service apparatus; performs preventative maintenance and vehicle inventory in accordance with department policies and procedures, including maintenance of accurate records and the writing of reports; assists with the training of firefighters in the knowledge, skills and duties of fire service vehicle, apparatus, equipment operation and maintenance, other duties as necessary. 

QUALIFICATIONS

Knowledge of:  Firefighter and EMT duties in accordance with department standards; operations, policies and procedures relating to the responsibilities of the fire engineer position; the operation and maintenance of vehicles, apparatus and equipment; streets and local geography; fire captain duties and responsibilities in accordance with department operations, policies and procedures is preferred.
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Skills to:  Safely operate assigned vehicles, apparatus, equipment in a efficient and effective manner; perform preventative maintenance to keep equipment operational; select the route to drive to the emergency scene; perform all firefighter and EMT duties; develop and maintain effective relationships with those contacted in the course of work; communicate effectively, both orally and in writing; maintain accurate, up-to-date logs and records on vehicle, apparatus and equipment maintenance; write clear, concise reports; assist in training others in the requirements of the position; perform duties and responsibilities of a Fire Captain is preferred.

Training/Education:  Must meet standards for Firefighter/EMT.  

Experience:  Two years’ service as Volunteer Intern Firefighter for the Tuolumne Fire District or two years in a municipal, county, or comparable fire agency at the rank of Firefighter. 

License:  Possession of appropriate, valid California Driver’s License Class B with tank and air brakes endorsement or Class C with Firefighters endorsement. Valid CA EMT with CPR card. 

Certification:  Required: CA SFM FF I, CA SFM Driver Operator 1A, 1B. 

Physical Demands:
The physical demands described here are representative of those that must be met by an employee to perform the essential functions of this job. Reasonable accommodations may be made to enable individuals with disabilities to perform the essential functions. Physical demands for this job may include frequent climbing, balancing, stooping, kneeling, crouching, crawling, reaching, handling, feeling, talking, hearing, the ability to lift, carry, push, pull greater than 50 pounds. Specific vision abilities required by this job include near and far sight acuity, depth perception, color vision, field of vision, peripheral vision, and the ability to adjust focus. Flexibility is important because of the need to enter and exit vehicles quickly, inspect buildings, climb over and around obstacles, suddenly move out of the way of dangers, etc. Mental alertness is important because of the need to make fine distinctions and decisions concerning subtle cues to impending danger. Physical and mental demands may change dramatically within a few seconds and tax the maximum of human endurance. Therefore, the employee must maintain a physical and mental state of fitness and readiness that will enable them to handle recurrent contacts and involvement with dangerous and potentially dangerous situations. While performing the duties of this job, the employee is required to maintain the ability to walk up and down stairs, utilize protective equipment, including eyewear, footwear, respiratory aid, hardhat, gloves, and protective clothing, endure moderate exposure to weather, extreme heat and/or cold, wet and/or humid conditions, high level noise intensity, vibration, darkness/poor lighting, moving mechanical parts/hazards, high, exposed places, toxic/caustic chemicals, dirt/dust, odors, and other environmental conditions.

Work Environment: The work environment characteristics described here are representative of those an employee encounters while performing the essential functions of the job. While performing the duties of this job, the employee will be subjected to electrical hazards, fire hazards and unsafe conditions and may be exposed to wet and/or humid conditions, fumes, hazardous chemicals and materials, intense heat, extreme cold, natural and manmade disasters and hazards associated with working in and near traffic. The noise level in the work environment varies from moderate to extreme. 





